WHAT IS COLORECTAL CANCER?

Colorectal cancer, or CRC, is the third most commonly diagnosed cancer in both men and women
in the United States, and the second leading overall cause of cancer deaths.?

WHO GETS CRC?

More than

90%

of CRCs occur
in people age

20

and older?

CRC incidence is:

s

35%-40% =

more common
in men than g
women?

higher among
African Americans
than whites?

£

HOW DOES CRC DEVELOP?

Most CRC begins as a non-cancerous
growth called a polyp that forms on the
innermost layer of the colon or rectum.
Some polyps can become cancerous!

As a CRC tumor develops, it grows through
several layers of tissue!

Eventually the tumor may reach nearby
lymph and blood vessels, and may even

spread to lymph nodes and distant sites in

the body!

CATCHING CRC EARLY IS IMPORTANT

10

individuals diagnosed
with early stage CRC
that has not
spread (metastasized)
beyond the colon
or rectum

SURVIVE 5 YEARS*

(and many live much longer)

References:

approximately

out
of

individuals with
advanced stage CRC
that has spread
(metastasized) to other
organs such as
the lungs or the liver

SURVIVES 5 YEARS*

Because the early
stages of the disease
do not typically
cause symptoms,
the American Cancer
Society recommends
screening tests
beginning at age 50
for those at average
risk for CRC?

HOW MANY ARE AFFECTED?

More than ‘

140,000

Americans are
diagnosed
each year!

every
hour!

“ Each Year

i 28,700

people are diagnosed with metastatic
CRC, or advanced stage disease®

20,000

Americans will die
from the disease
each year!

o CRC incidence

has been increasing

in adults < 502

WHAT ARE SOME
WARNING SIGNS?

T

Changes in bowel habits,
such as diarrhea,
constipation or narrowing

of the stool?

A constant need
to evacuate the bowel?
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Blood in the stool?

Weakness
& fatigue?

Cramping or
abdominal pain?

Unintended
weight loss?
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